2ij 201 


\ 


&8L hpx: awful, how beyond conception, the consequences could have been! 

^ ^ H. & 1 A' ilf.-i-C . , . 

There was another matter tliat when I first read those pages of that first release 

by the CIA grabbed my attention, it was that unusual. CIA' headquarters was very con- 

cerned about a Mexican citizen, ther( Silvia Duran, since remarried. The thrust of 

that cable is that she had been liandled roughly by the Mexican police and CIA Langley 

told its Mexico City station, in effect, to see that the police did not beat her up again. 
/HsijC atx. -hn 

Such concern for anyoncris'not’ normal. The immediate suspicion is that Langley had 

4 

a reason for it and the most obvious reason is tliat she worked for the CIA. She was a 
secretary in the Cuban embassy. 

It was to her tliat Oswald spoke first when lie wont there looking fof a visa to 
°uba. The available public record, particularly Volume III of the published hearings of 
the House assassins committee, is clear on this, beginning with its first-iqge' page. 

This record is clear also on the fact tliat Duran tried to help Oswald with his 
application and by interceding at the Russian embassy for its clearance for Oswald to 
get his visa, ^'hf'se Honye herrings establish this at the very first of that cited volume. 
She could of course, have just wanted to help him 0 

But the well-#ioun scene Oswald made when he was faced by the^/ed tape ended any 
possibility he could liave had for getting a viila rapidly.- ^ &M, 

Extiressing no questions or reservations at all, Posner reports that Oswald actually 
ejected the ^ubans to give him a visa immediately "because hetnnted to leave by September 

V indicates^Upv^ ^ 

30, onl£ three days later." (Page 181 ) Posner-siBgxfcES no qpestioiy'iof the seriousness ef 
this although he had to know that all Oswald had in resources was little more than 
pocket change. 

Posner is so far from genuine interest in tliis area that can be sojsr embarrassing to 
the CIA, his great benefactors, tliat he has not even kept up with Duran, even though 


lug.. from place to place quotes extensively from the published House committee records, 
e doe$/io£ even have her name correct in his book 0 

At the time of the assassination she was Sylvia Tirado Duran. She had several 
maariage ■ ; and at the time of those 1970 hearings she qCo Sylvia Tirado Bazan.Posner man- 
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tions lier^ eight times in this chapter, his only mentions of her in the hook (pages 
ISO-1, 182, 185, 189, 190-t) without once giving either her full name at any time in her 
life or her acjual name at the time he wrote his hook. That is the Superscholar in him. 

I was not able, for medical reasons, to attun'd those hearings of the House 
assins committee . But all were broadcast by radio, some by TV, and I made and have 
sound tapes of all those hearings. T&6$e on TV X aAso watched. When it was announced 
that iKuran would be w—fc ine sa^ sb had even more int erest in not missing a word of 
her testimony and seeing what lawyers call her "demeanor" when she testiied. -^n large 
part that was because from the time I was aware of CIA headquarters concern for her 
safety, for her not being beaten up by the Mexican police, I suspect/that with it a 
virtual certainty that the CIA had a source inside the ^uban embassy, Duran was a likely 
candidate for that role. 

As we shall see, my belief that the CIA had at least one live source inside that 
embassy is officially confirmed i 
__ _ s o, the morning that I 
evbn more interest. 

nly it did not happen and the official reason for it not happening is not credible, 
not at all. 

G. Robert Blalcey, that committee's is honcho as both its general counsel 

and staff director, as usual began each hearing with what he called a "narration." 'That 


what has never been reported that know of. 
Monday, September 18, 1 978 , ^ ‘ 

i Duran was to ' te s tliy ,/ahcTon TV 7l was watching with 


got him maximum attention and TV exposure at each hearing. He narrated what he a 
referred to as "the Cuban element)/ of their 'SeSis’hearingar beginning on the first page 
of that volume/. It was not a long naraation. We quote from how it ended and was carried 
on by ay-annan. an assistant counsel on the second page. What is qukte abnormal is pre- 
and his assassi&ant as normal as breathing: 


seated by Blakey 
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The first witness who had been scheduled to be neara on us- 
wald’s alleged trip to Mexico City was Sylvia Tirado Bazan, previ- 
ously Sylvia Tirado Duran. 

Ms. Tirado was employed in September 1963 as secretary to the 
Cuban consul in Mexico City. 

Ms. Tirado was born November 22, 1937, in Mexico City. She is 
presently employed by the Mexican Social Security Office. 

Mr. Chairman, I understand that it has not been possible to 
secure the appearance of Senora Tirado. I understand, however, 
with your permission, Mr. Cornwell has a short presentation on 
her testimony. 

Chairman Stokes. The Chair will recognize Counsel Gary Corn- 
well. 

Mr. Cornwell. I might state, Mr. Chairman, that through the 
assistance of the Mexican Government, three members of the staff 
did interview Sylvia Tirado, whose present name is Sylvia Tirado 
Bazan, on June 6, 1978. 

The Mexican Government thereafter agreed that she could come 
to the United States and testify at these hearings today. Mrs. 

Tirado Bazan also agreed to come. However, an unexpected busi- 
ness engagement of hers prevented her appearance here today. 

There is a photo which was made of her at the time of the 
interview, which is being displayed on the easel and marked JFK 
exhibit F-433, and we also have a transcript of the interview 
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-440A, and a tape re- 
cording of excerpted portions of that interview which we have 
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-439. 

Although Duran is no longer Duran and is Bazan, she is known in all the lit®*?? 


ture asd-hea^ings-^ Duran so we use that name. 


She bM agreed to 


go to Washington and testify 


public. She had her government’s 


permission. She was then a clerk in the Mexican ecxuivalent of our Social Secrmty 
administration. It simply cannot be believed that she did not appear because she 
had "an unexpected business engagement." There are virtaully no n^ that cannot be re© 
Scheduled. And bow many clerks, living &n clerks' income, refuse a feee trip to 
another country and in her case, to the nation's apital city and internatuonal TV 
attention? 

Perhaps for once Blakey wq s closer to the truth than Cornwell. As Blakey put it, 

"it has not been possihle to secure" her appearance*. 

If if was "i&iot "possible" that means that she, her government or both wanted ffer 
not to apoar, whatever the reason or reasons. 

That in itself is quite unusual for such a preceding and under all the circumstances. 

Lee: If what follows is duplicative ,^s it may be, it should be noted so that in editing 

cj 

the editor can ecide hich places is better for it. 
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The editor may prefer both) 

Kent§ on of Blakey's name suggests that this is an appropriate point to cite what 
Posner quotes him as saying of me ( ? agej414): 

In 1966, Harold Weisberg published Whitewash, the first in- 
depth attack on the Warren Report. Weisberg, who later pub- 
lished another five books on the case, was a former Senate 
investigator who had been dismissed for possibly leaking infor- 
mation to the press. Robert Blakey said his “rhetoric was so ob- 
scure, his arguments so dependent on accusation rather than 
logic, the effect of [his] work was to make complex issues con- 
fusing.” 26 

Here, as indicated earlier. Supersleuth, Superscholar and Superspook Posner becomes 
what is natural for him, Superstinker. Aside from the irrelevant and less than faithful 
or even honest reference to my departure from that Senate committee, Posner is capable 
of offering his own opinion hf my book, not a word of which was chn^ged when ftll segor 

reprinted it with an initial quarter of a million first orint, buihe elects the kind 
5 'hf . C\¥* 

of prejudice and dihonesty he preferred avoiding inlhis own name. I was the credited so 

aource of most of the published criticism of Blakey's committee and of how Blakey ran it 
during its life. I m$ver once asked for anonymity and I was credited as the source^xn m 
most stories in a number of major papers. Blakey was entirely without response when he 
heade ' 4 5 /that committee's work and he not once was able to fault a single thing I said$. 

- \d - juoy 

He is hardly an impartial source but then Posner -was not impartial and did/.iot want imp 
impartiality. 

for Blakey to pretend that a mere clerk does not appear before a Congressional 
committee because of an "unexpected business engagement" and to pretend that if her 
employer, the Mexican government wanted her to attend she would not have, insults 
the intelligence, unquestioned as it Has by the media when she as a n-show. 


This suggests it even move that Duran might have been a CIA source. 

Bearing this and more in mind, more as it relates to the assassination and its 



Blakey should have taken. It is testimony in a civil law suit. The plaintiff 
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former high cCIA official, David Atlee Philips. He was not the CIA's Mexico City 
station chief of the time of the assassination, H e was that later. rose to he 
chief od the CIA's western hemisphere operation before he retired to lead the public 
defense of the CIA from charges that were fair, accurate and largely confessed by the 
CIA itself. He then o rgjj&L’g pad t he Society of Former Intelligence Officers. As one, 

I applid d for membership. Be never responded. 

Phillips had filed two lawsuits. One w<as against Donald Freed, a writer whose 

work is Sbt distinguied by accuracy, and few Lawrence Bill & come any, pu&ishers, 

fede ral district court for fehe Dist id ct - ^rf'-C alumb-ia, ' & 

^n the romefc / records these are Civil Actions numbers 83- 1 407 and 85-2578 


In the deposition from which I quote the stenographic transcript. Freed was represented 

by Melvin L. Hulf, of the New Yotk City firm of Beldock, Levine and Hoffman. Philips' 

lawyer Was tiark Bierbower, of the Washington firm of Bierbower and Bierbower. Tne 
. for the government 

othsrslsajpEEE present/were Lee Strickland, special assistant to the United States Attor- 
ney for the District of Columbial Launie Ziebell, associate CIA general counsel; Paul Kitt- 
ridge, representing the CIA's director if operations ( polite f of ^Lrty 


tricks*). 


Ku. cj' 

Th: ostensible reason for these others representing the government was to prevent 
fiiscolsure of "national security" information. 2- 


die deposition was in the offices of Phillips's lawyer, on Friday, i,J arch *2*- 
25, 1983. 

Readers slqpu/d &b ware of the fact that M before this lawsuit was fi^ld the gov - 

! 

emment had admitted officialy that the CIA had camera and electorate surveillances on 

the Russian and c uban embassies in Mexico city, that it has at least one tape of at least 

one Oswald conversation with one of those embassies, that it had released as a picture 
L\A W e ? : -^r*AUU 

of Oswald) wisat was not apicture of him, and it had permitted the release, which makes it 

a public official acknowledgement . of other informatioh^ornCIA surveillances in books by 

' J A 

former CIA spooks. The employment contracts of all spooks requires official permission 
to publish %sc review and approval of what is published. 

One of these becks, Nirfit Watch ( 


) 
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is by Phillips. In it he boasts, among many other tilings that are regarded as improper 

flst&t d 

and illegal except by the spooks who eaagge engage in kfefecs- ac/ivities, wrth his leader- 
ship (Sole in overthrowing the democratically elected government of GuaSfenala. -Ifnas 
deuocra fe . n^ l l . y o loote d, j-t vas succeeded by a CLlA support ed/^Qa-tary dictatorship * meaniiig^fer 

democratic feodum has not returned to Guatemala yeti -and, the : ferttr killings begun as 
A/ 

the reult ox Phillips 1 and the CIA's success in overthrowing a democratic government and 
replaing it by a military dictatorship are reported to teav©-b®6fi^s~> well into sis 
figures. 4" large number of Guatemalans fled, mostly to Mexico . 

Phillips sued ^Freed over what -reed published about him. 

In this stenographic ^feewsiranscript , 4gr "q" represents question^ asked by Freed's 
lawyer, Vll ulf, Jrst / was quentioning Phillips, Phillips is represnted hy the "A" that 
symbolized !I answer. "Others who speak are identified by name. 

In fairness to all interests, including of readers, rather than select from the 
pages I've chosen what I believe bears on the fact that the CIA had a live "source" 


inside the Cuban embassy and whit activities the u nited States entered into there, I 

use. those pages verbatim, each identified by the typsecript number at the beginning. 

Tgis should also let the reader decide whether the government sought to obstruct the 

'kt&A '/ 

disclosure of information and whether, if so, that as "proper or was designed to just 
withhold what the government did not want to disclose where there was no legitimate 
national security concern: 

(instruction: not necessary to retype these typescript pages unless done on a computer) 



Duran insert 


(Confirming that the I-ierdcan police had beaten Duran up is the "airgram" from 
A -c - 4* - 

the liexico City embassy of December 2, 1963 that I got from the State Department 


reporting the official Cuban protest over her mistreatment. The embassy's paraphrase of 
what the Cuban protest said is that among other things, like being insulted, fee 
she was "physcially mistreated. " j 



Insert with Alvarado or natio :al security" c^Lim by CIA. (.missed, in rush, on my desk) 
After tli e Report was issued, after the Commission's life had ended officially, 


Uthen with the assistance of a borrowed Air Force historian, Dr. Alfred Goldberg, 

iCst 

Rankin and a smallrrew were preparing the twenty-six volumes for publication and the 
Coij/nmission's files for transfer to the Rational Archives, Richard E. Long, then in 
thel General Investigatibe Division (#? he vas laterlappeinted &nr assistant director of 
the finance and personnel division) wrote Rankin in Hoover's name, under Hoover's 
signature, asking’s suppression of Alvarado Ugarte's surname from FBI records the 
Commission had. The CIA had actually identified him as "the ^Complinant" but as 
Raymond, Rocca, then Aglet on' s top assistant at the CIA, told Sam Popich, the FBI's 
liaison with the CIA that, in Rocca* s words, "CIA would prefer that Alvarado's name 
not be placed in the public record." (Hoover to Rankin, 10/22/64, FBI headquarters ** 
"Oswald file," 105-82555-51 ($5) 


Further reflecting the spuriousness of many if not most CIA "national Security" 

claims is its notice on a Helms memo to Ral&in of June 1,1964. It listed seven teletype^. 

relating to Alvarado attached to it and stamped/a "WARNING NOTICE" on each page, 

SENSITIVE SOUREES AND METHODS INVOLVED." When these records were declassified April 

10, 1972 and given to me there is no source of any "sensitivity" o^Cny kind involved, 

nothing at all on "methods," but perhaps the CIA might claim "sensitivity" for its 
A. ClMs 

efforts to Bioko tput^cT ccasse that Alvarado Ugarte was a Cmmmunist although it was known 
jliat he was a Samoza agent. One name that the CIA excised is that of its known /%xico 
station chief. StiiErxSiS (Commission Document lOOO) 

A "jjot Recorded" FBI record also in that Oswald filef reveals t that then JtCIA 
Durector Jolm McCone went up to Capitol Hill with the inflamatory ecount of the 
Alvarado Ugarte fabrications, trying to sell them to Gerald Forrd, then a Commission 
Member. McCone did not know that Ford was a- C o mmission informer on the Commission, (i have 

a file of FBI records on, this in my "subject" file.) That, according the records of the 

CIA' styfyc i jv&J 

FBI's Domestic Intelligence Division, was not the only effort ISEciSyto get attention 

| 

to the Alvarado Ugatte fabrications: 



H a , \ w a 

\ U ; lie allegedly informed Congressman Jerry Ford that the CIA and uncovered a plot 

in Mexico City indicating that Lee Harvey. Oswald had received 36,500 to assassinate 

President Kennedy. 

_] (2) McCone allegedly made this same statement to Drew Pearson." 

("Hot Recorded" FBI records are duplicates filed in other than the recorded or 
JL.V^-4 

^indexed copy. Drew Pearson then wrote the most widely distributed newspaper column, 
"Washington Ilerry-Go-Round. " ) 

The "Action" recommended is that, without mention of Ford's name, the FBI's 
S'-*** 

liaison with the CIA,^ Papich, conffont IlcCone with the allegation^ and told that he 
made "false statements." 

This memo of December 19,1965, reflects the/" the CF^ and McCone were still stickling 
with the disproven Alvarado Ugarto fabrication. 



